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The present invention relates to a data 
processing unit comprising a register file, a 
register load and store buffer connected to 
the register file, a single memory, and a bus 
having at least first and second word lines 
to form a double word wide bus coupling 
the register load and store buffer with said 
single memory. The register file has at least 
two sets of registers whereby the first set 
of registers can be coupled with one of the 
word lines and the second set of registers 
can be coupled with the respective other 
word lines, a load and store control unit for 
transferring data from or to the memory. 
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DATA PROCESSING UNIT WITH 
DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSING CAPABILITIES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a data processing unit and, in particular, 
to a central processing unit (CPU) such as a microcomputer or microcontroller. 
Microcontrollers are well known in the art, and a large variety of such devices 
from low end devices ( e.g., a 4/8-bit controller) to high end devices (e.g., a 32- 
bit controller) are available. Generally microprocessors are divided into two 
groups, namely general purpose processors, such as complex instruction set 
computers (CISC) or reduced instruction set computers (RISC), and special 
microprocessors designed for special purposes, such as digital signal 
processing processors (DSP). 

RISC and CISC processors are usually processors having a plurality of 
registers or a register file and a single memory of any kind and size and 
therefore designed to process any kind of data. RISC and CISC processors are 
not limited for extensions but lack the high speed processing of DSP processors. 

DSP processors usually have accumulators and a special memory limited 
in size. They are designed to calculate data very fast and precise, for example to 
process sampled signals. The memory is often split into a X-memory and a Y- 
memory to allow access to two different data in one cycle. This results in totally 
non orthogonal operations, severe restrictions on addressing modes and such a 
memory model is definitely not compiler friendly. If specific data is in the "wrong" 
memory, it has to loaded from X-memory to Y-memory or vice versa. The lack of 
a register file makes it also difficult to program such a processor in tt C'\ 
Furthermore the narrow fixed instruction width makes it impossible to extend 
such an architecture. 

Other systems use coprocessors to speed up operation. These 
coprocessors do not share any register of the main central processing unit 
(CPU). Thus, registers of the coprocessor have to be loaded by the CPU, which 
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slows down operation speed significantly and limits usage of registers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to provide a data 
processor with DSP features and the versatility of CISC and RISC processors 
without the need of a coprocessor. 

This object is accomplished by a Data processing unit comprising a 
register file, a register load and store buffer connected to the register file, a 
single memory, and a bus having at least first and second word lines to form a 
double word wide bus coupling the register load and store buffer with said single 
memory. The register file at least two sets of registers whereby the first set of 
registers can be coupled with one of the word lines and the second set of 
registers can be coupled with the respective other word lines, a load and store 
control unit for transferring data from or to the memory. 

In one embodiment, the load and store control unit has means to load or 
store two consecutive words in parallel from or to said memory to or from the 
first and second set of registers. In another embodiment, one word from the 
memory can be split into two half-words which are then stored in a first register 
from the first set of registers and in a second register from the second set of 
registers. The half-words can be stored into one half of a register and the other 
half of the register can be filled up with zeros or sign-filled. 

In a further embodiment the bus has a plurality of word lines to form a 
plurality-word wide bus and the register file has a plurality of sets of registers 
whereby each set of registers is coupled with one of word lines of said plurality 
of word lines. For example, in a 64 bit data processing unit, two 32 bit half-words 
or four 16 quarter-words can be accessed during one single cycle. The load and 
store control unit of the data processing can therefore have means to load or 
store a plurality of consecutive words in parallel from or to said memory to or 
from said plurality of sets of registers. These means allow to couple any register 
of any set of registers with any location within the memory. 

In a further embodiment the load and store control unit of the data 
processing unit can have means to load one word from said memory and to split 
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it into a plurality of partial-words, each partial word is stored in one of said 
registers of each set of registers, respectively. 

A data handling unit according to the present invention has the benefit of 
using a standard register file with data and address register. Thus an address 
register can be used, for example as a stack pointer which allows unlimited 
stack size, whereby digital signal processors often only comprise a hardware 
stack which is limited in size. u C"-Code can be translated easily into machine 
code, allowing orthogonal operations with all registers. No constant movement of 
an accumulator to the memory is necessary as it is for digital signal processors. 
As registers can be reused, this results also in lower power consumption. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 shows a basic block diagram of a register file coupled to a single 
memory and execution units of a data processing unit according to the present 
invention, 

Figure 2 shows an embodiment of the connection between the register 
file and a single memory, 

Figure 3 shows a first embodiment including operators and their link to 
registers of the register file, 

Figure 4 shows a second embodiment including operators and their link to 
registers of the register file, 

Figure 5 shows a third embodiment including operators and their link to 
registers of the register file, 

Figure 6 shows the handling of flags and the saturation unit, 

Figure 7 shows memory access with a circular buffer mode, 

Figure 8 shows bit reversed address mode, and 

Figure 9 shows an implementation of a data processing unit for executing 
a FIR filter function. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Figure 1 shows a basic diagram including a memory unit 1 coupled to a 
register file 2. Throughout the whole application a word shall mean 32 bits, a 
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half-word shall mean 16 bits and a byte means 8 bits. Of course, the present 
invention is not limited to embodiments having 32 bit words, therefore a word 
can have any size. 

For coupling the register file 2 with the memory 1 , a buffer/select logic 2a 
is provided. In this embodiment, numeral 2b indicates the registers. 16 registers 
DO to D15 are provided, whereby each register has a bit width of a word which 
has, for example, 32 bits. The registers are organized in two groups, even and 
odd registers. The registers in this example are data register but can be either 
address or data registers. A second set of registers can be provided in the same 
way for address registers. The bus between the memory unit 1 and the 
buffer/select logic 2a is 64 bits wide thereby two consecutive words in the 
memory 1 can be addressed. A load/store control unit 2d addresses the memory 
unit 1 and selects the respective registers 2b during a transfer from the register 
file 2 to the memory unit 1 or vice versa. The . register file 2 comprises 
furthermore a second buffer/select logic 2c coupling a plurality of execution units 
4, 5, and 6 thereto. A second bus 3 is provided as a link between the 
buffer/select logic 2c and the execution units 4, 5, and 6. Through the respective 
buffer/select logic 2a or 2c at least two registers, one in each group, for 
example, an even and an odd register, can be accessed at the same time. 

Figure 2 shows the connection between the registers 2b and the memory 
1 in more detail. The memory 1 is organized in double words giving access to 
two consecutive words at a time, for example, to word 1e and word 1f or to word 
1f and 1g. A first set of data output lines 1a, having 32 bits in this embodiment, 
is connected to a multiplexer/split unit 8 which couples these lines 1a through 
alignment units 12 or 13 either to the odd registers D1, D3, D5 ... D15 or the 
even registers D2, D4, D6, ... D14. A second set of data output lines 1d is 
connected to a multiplexer/split unit 9 which couples these lines 1d through 
alignment units 13 or 12 either to the even registers D2, D4, D6, ... D14 or the 
odd registers D1, D3, D5 ... D15. In the other direction the odd registers D1, D3, 
D5 ... D15 and the even registers D2, D4, D6, ... D14 are respectively connected 
to a select/concatenation unit 1 1 which either selects one of the register groups 
or concatenates half-words of each register groups to a word. The selected or 
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concatenated word is fed to a third multiplexer 7 coupling it with either a first or 
second set of data input lines 1b and 1c connecting the memory 1. 

The data processing unit according to the present invention supports 
special instructions allowing to read two data words in one cycle. Compared to a 
DSP having two separate memory units, the data processing unit according to 
the invention has a single memory unit. DSP with two memory have to transfer 
data from one memory to the other if it is stored in the "wrong" memory. This is 
not necessary with a data processing unit according to the present invention. 
The access to two data words is only limited insofar, that the data words must be 
stored in consecutive order. On the other hand using only one single memory 
provides the data processing unit with ail the advantages and the versatility of a 
RISC or CISC processor. Thus, data can be stored anywhere in the memory, 
which is very convenient, for example, for "C"-programming. 

The special instructions provide a "load double word to a register- 
instruction. The double word is loaded from the memory to the multiplexer units 
8 and 9 through the data output lines 1a and 1d. In this mode units 12 and 13 
operate as multiplexers coupling the data lines 1a with the odd registers or with 
even registers and the data lines 1d with the even registers or the odd registers, 
respectively. The data processing unit can have a special selecting unit allowing 
to select in this instruction any register in each group. A simplified embodiment 
selects only one register and the second register is automatically the register 
adjacent to the selected one. For example, if the even register D4 is the 
selected, the adjacent odd register would be register D5 or if the odd register D7 
would be selected, the adjacent even register would be D6. The double word in 
the memory can be located at aligned addresses, for example word 1e, and 
consecutive word 1f, or it can be accessed at unaligned addresses, such as 
word 1f and consecutive word 1g. The multiplexer?, 8,9, and 10 align the 
respective data and distribute them to the respective registers or memory cells. 

As mentioned, in this embodiment, the memory can be addressed with an 
address starting at the first data output lines 1a (aligned) or at the second data 
output lines 1d (unaligned). In the following the simplified embodiment is 
assumed. As always consecutive addresses are used, if the instruction, for 
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example, includes a source address addressing data output lines 1a and 
indicating odd register D9 as the target, memory cell 1e is coupled through lines 
1a and units 8 and 12 with register D9 and the consecutive memory cell 1f is 
coupled through lines 1d and units 9 and 13 with register D8. If the instruction 
includes a source address addressing data output lines 1d and indicating odd 
register D9 as the target, memory cell 1f is coupled through lines 1d and units 9 
and 12 with register D9 and the consecutive memory cell 1g is coupled through 
lines 1a and units 8 and 13 with register D8. If the instruction includes a source 
address addressing data output lines 1a and indicating even register D2 as the 
target, memory cell 1e is coupled through lines 1a and units 8 and 13 with 
register D2 and memory cell 1f is coupled through lines 1d and units 9 and 12 
with register D3. If the instruction includes a source address addressing data 
output lines 1d and indicating even register D2 as the target, memory cell 1f is 
coupled through lines 1d and units 9 and 13 with register D2 and memory celt 1g 
is coupled through lines 1d and units 9 and 12 with register D3. If the registers 
can be selected freely the coupling procedure works correspondingly. 

A second type of instruction which can be executed according to the 
present invention is a so called "load two half-words (packed)"-instruction. With 
this instruction one word from either data lines 1a or 1d is loaded and split into 
half-words by units 8 or 9 placed in the respective lower halves of a word. 
Optionally units 12 and 13 can either sign-extend or zero-extend the respective 
half-words to words. In other words, in this embodiment, the 16 bit half-words 
are extended to 32 bits. Unit 8 or unit 9 splits the word received from lines 1a or 
1d into two half-words and distributes them through units 12 and 13 to the lower 
halves of the respective even and odd registers. In units 12 and 13 these half- 
words can be extended to words either by filling the upper halves with zeros or 
by sign extending the upper halves. If the sign of a half-word is negative the 
upper halves of the respective register is filled up with "1" otherwise with "(T. If 
units 12 and 13 are deactivated the half-words are stored into the lower halves 
of the respective even and odd registers without changing their upper halves. In 
a simplified version the least significant memory half-word is always stored into 
an even register and the most significant half-word is stored into an odd register 
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adjacent to the even register. 

A third type of instruction which can be executed according to the present 
invention is a so called "load two signed fractions'Mnstruction. With this 
instruction one word from either data lines 1a or 1d is loaded and split into half- 
words by units 8 or 9 placed in the upper halves of a respective word. Optionally 
units 12 and 13 can zero-extend the respective half-words to words. Unit 8 or 
unit 9 splits the word received from lines 1a or 1d into two half-words 
representing the upper and lower half of the word and distributes them through 
units 12 and 13 to the upper halves of the respective even and odd registers, fn 
units 12 and 13 these half-words can be extended to words by filling the lower 
halves with "0". If units 12 and 13 are deactivated the half-words are stored into 
the upper halves of the respective even and odd registers without changing their 
lower halves. In a simplified version the least significant memory half-word is 
always stored into an even register and the most significant half-word is stored 
into an odd register adjacent to the even register. 

A fourth type of instruction which can be executed according to the 
present invention is a so called "store two half-words (packed)"-instruction. With 
this instruction the lower half-words of an even and an odd register are fed to 
either concatenating unit 11 or 14. The two half-words are combined to one 
word and the stored in the memory unit 1 through multiplexer 7 or 10 and either 
data input lines 1b or 1c. 

A fifth type of instruction which can be executed according to the present 
invention is a so called "store signed fractions"-instruction. With this instruction 
the upper half-words of an even and an odd register are fed to either 
concatenating unit 11 or 14. The two half-words are combined to one word and 
the stored in the memory unit 1 through multiplexer 7 or 10 and either data input 
lines 1b or 1c. 

Finally a sixth type of instruction which can be executed according to the 
present invention is a so called "store double word from data registers"- 
instruction. With this instruction the content of an even and an odd register are 
fed to either multiplexer units 7 or 10 and stored in the memory unit through data 
input lines 1b and 1c. This instruction works in the same way as a "load double 
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word to a registers-instruction described above. Units 7 and 10 operate as 
multiplexers distributing the content of each register to either data input lines 1b 
or 1c. Units 11 and 14 are deactivated so that units 7 and 10 each receive the 
full word stored in an even or odd register at their inputs. 

This principle of arranging the memory and the register file can be easily 
extended. For example, four different sets of register can be provided and the 
addressing of the memory can be extended by a four word wide bus, allowing to 
load and store four consecutive words at a time. 

Through the second buffer/select logic 2c the register file is coupled with 
a plurality of execution units, such as a multiplier accumulator (MAC), a 
arithmetic logic unit (ALU), a funnel shifter, a bit manipulation unit, etc. Figures 3 
to 5 show how these units are connected with the register file and how they 
operate. 

In Figure 3 two registers 17 and 18 having 32 bits as a word are 
connected two operator units 15 and 16. The operator units are identical and 
can execute any function provided by the respective execution unit. For 
example, these operator units can be adders, multipliers, shifters any kind of 
logical units, such as comparators, AND/OR-operators, etc. As an input each 
operator receives a half-word, in this example 16 bit wide. Thus, the upper half 
of register 17 is coupled with the first input of operator unit 15 and the lower half 
of register 17 is coupled with the first input of operator unit 16. On the other 
hand, the upper half of register 18 is coupled with the second input of operator 
unit 15 and the lower half of register 18 is coupled with the second input of 
operator unit 16. The operator units comprise at least a half-word wide output. 
The output of operator unit 15 is coupled with the upper half of a third register 19 
and the output of operator unit 16 is coupled with the lower half-word of register 
19. 

Figure 4 shows a second type of packed arithmetic or logical operations. 
Three registers 20, 25 and 26 is divided into four parts. In this embodiment, 
each part contains 8 bit. Four operator units 21, 22, 23, and 24 are provided and 
associated to each 8 bit part of registers 20, 25 and 26. The four parts of 
registers 20 and 25 provide the input values for each operator unit 21, 22, 23, 



WO 99/14663 



PCT/US98/18574 



-9- 

and 24, whereas the output signals of each operator unit 21 , 22, 23, and 24 are 
fed to the respective parts of register 26. 

Figure 5 shows an embodiment according to figure 3, wherein each 
operator unit is a multiplier 29 and 30. The multipliers 29 and 30 can be, for 
example, 16 bit multipliers which produce a 32 bit result. The upper half-words 
of each result is the fed to the result register 19. 

All registers are part of the register file and can be assigned to any even 
or odd register. All three registers can also be assigned to a single register. 
Figure 1 shows bus 3 and the respective input and output lines which are 
necessary to provide the respective execution units 4, 5, and 6 with the 
respective input and output data. 

This so called packed arithmetic or logical instructions partition, in this 
embodiment, a 32 bit word into several identical objects, which can then be 
fetched, stored, and operated on in parallel. These instructions, in particular, 
allow the full exploitation of the 32 bit word of the data processing unit according 
to the present invention in DSP applications. 

In this embodiment two packed formats can be implemented. The first 
format divides the 32 bit word into two 16 bit half-word values. The second 
packed format divides the 32 bit word into four 8 bit (byte) values. 

The loading and storing of packed values into data or address registers is 
supported by the respective load and store instructions described above. The 
packed objects can then be manipulated in parallel by a set of special packed 
arithmetic instructions that perform such arithmetic operations as addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, etc. For example a multiply instruction 
performs two, 16 bit multiplication's in parallel as shown in figure 5. 

Figure 6 shows how operations affect status flags in the CPU and how 
saturation of different operations can be achieved. Operator 40 writes its result 
into any register 42. A compare unit 41 compares the result performed by the 
operator and sets respective flags in flag register 43. For example, a carry bit, a 
overflow bit, a sticky overflow bit, an advanced overflow bit, a sticky advanced 
overflow bit in addition to other flags can be set. An advanced overflow bit is set 
when an arithmetic instruction "almost" caused an overflow, with other words 
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compare unit compares the content of result register 42 with a predetermined 
value smaller than the greatest positive and/or negative number. This flag is 
updated every arithmetic instruction. A sticky overflow bit is set in parallel to the 
overflow bits. These two flag remain set until they are explicitly reset by a 
respective reset instruction. 

Addition is performed on individual packed bytes or half-words using the 
respective addition instructions and they can be extended by a saturation unit 44 
which ignores overflow or underflow within individual bytes or half-words. The 
saturation unit 44 provides each addition with a function that saturates individual 
bytes or half-words to the most positive value on individual overflow or to the 
most negative value on individual underflow. For example, compare unit 41 can 
compare the content of result register 42 with a predefined saturation value. If 
the content is greater than a predefined positive/negative saturation value, this is 
indicated to saturation unit 44 and saturation unit 44 sets the content of result 
register 42 to the respective positive or negative saturation value. Saturation can 
be provided to a variety of arithmetic instructions. 

Many DSP-related operations need to handle a so called circular buffer. 
Such a buffer is usually addressed by a pointer and the CPU has to take care 
whenever the pointer reaches the end of the buffer to set it again to the 
beginning of the buffer. If the length of the circular buffer is different from any 
plurality of two bytes, some calculations have to be made to switch to the 
beginning of the circular buffer. If it has a length of 2 n at least one masking 
instruction is necessary to control access to the buffer. The data processing unit 
according to the present invention provides a special mechanism to support 
circular buffer addressing. 

Figure 7 shows memory 1 which is coupled through a double word wide 
bus with register file 2. The data processing unit comprises storing means 31 
which store a base address 31c, a buffer length 31a and a buffer index 31b. 
These parameters can be stored in a second register file containing the address 
registers, whereby base address 31c is stored in one address register and buffer 
length 31a and buffer index 31b are stored in upper and lower parts of a second 
address register, respectively. 
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A circular buffer control unit 32 is coupled with these registers 31a, 31b, 
and 31c. A load/store control unit for the circular buffer 33 is coupled with this 
control unit 32 and with the memory 1 and the register file. It also has access to 
the buffer storing means 31. The instruction execution unit of the CPU is 
indicated by numeral 34 and receives certain control inputs as will be explained 
later. 

The primary use of circular addressing is for accessing data values in 
circular buffers while performing filter calculations. The base address 31c is 
preferably stored in an even register of the address register file which is similar 
to the data register file 2. Thus, parameters 31a and 31b are preferably stored in 
an odd address register to allow access to all parameters at the same time. The 
index parameter 31b can be incremented by an offset. The effective address is 
defined by circular buffer control unit 32 by adding the index parameter 31b to 
the base address parameter 31c. The circular buffer occupies memory, for 
example, from addresses "base address" + "index." Circular buffer control unit 
32 increments automatically index register 31b by the accessed word size, for 
example by "1" for word access and by "2" for double word access or any other 
offset and compares the index register 31b with the length register 31a. If both 
are equal, the index is reset to zero. If an offset is added and the resulting index 
is greater than the length, the length will be subtracted from the index parameter 
31b to point to the correct location (wrap around function). Thus the address 
mechanism automatically wraps around the circular buffer with no additional 
instructions. 

Figure 6 shows such a circular buffer consisting of memory cells b1, b2, 
... b8. If the circular buffer control unit starts accessing the buffer beginning with 
a starting index of "0", the first two cells b1 and b2 and the consecutive cells are 
accessed aligned, no further control action is necessary. If a starting index of, for 
example "1" is used, or the offset is an odd number a double word access 
beginning at word b8 must access word b1 as the second word. As word b1 is 
not consecutively stored in regard to word b8, load/store control unit 33 issues a 
second instruction into the instruction execution unit 34 to access word b8 during 
a first cycle and word b1 during the following cycle. Only in this case two access 
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cycles are necessary to load or store data which cross the boundary of the 
circular buffer. As circular buffers are usually large such accesses are very rare 
compared to "normal" non-boundary-crossing access. 

A second addressing mode, the so called bit reverse addressing, is 
shown in Figure 8 and which is mostly used in Fast Fourier Transformations 
(FAT). Again memory 1 is coupled with register file 2 as described in the 
previous figures. The data processing unit comprises storing means 35 to store 
bit reverse parameters, such as a base address 35c, a modifier 35a, and an 
index 35b. All parameters are preferably stored in address registers as 
described in conjunction with circular buffer addressing. The base address is 
preferably stored in an even address register and the modifier in the upper part 
and the index in the lower part of a second odd address register, to allow parallel 
access. 

The effective address is indicated by numeral 39 and automatically 
calculated by means of adders 36, 38 and reverse function unit 37. After an 
access to memory 1 the index parameter 35b is post-incremented with modifier 
35a by means of adder 36. The index is fed to the reverse function unit 37 which 
exchanges bit n with bit (m-n) for n= 0, m; whereby m indicates the length of 
the index parameter 35b. The function executed by unit 37 is simply mirroring 
the content of the index register 35b at the center of the register. In a 16 bit 
register with bits 0, ...,15 the center would be between bit 7 and 8. The reversed 
index parameter is fed to adder 38 which adds it to the base address 35c. The 
result 39 is used as the address for memory 1 and if necessary transformed to 
the physical address of the respective memory cell. 

To illustrate, using a 1024 point real FFT with 16 bit values, then the 
buffer size is 2048 bytes. Stepping through this array using a bit reverse index 
would give the sequence of byte indices: 0, 1024, 512, 1536, 256 ... . This 
sequence can be obtained by initializing the index 35b to 0 and the modifier to 
0x0020. 

In general, the value of the modifier required is given by the reverse 
function of the buffer size/2, where the buffer size is given in bytes. This 
mechanism saves execution time and memory space. It also makes a FFT- 
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Algorithm much easier to write. Without a bit reversed addressing mode it would 
take one more pass through the data to finish the FFT. The number of extra 
cycles required is proportional to the number of data points. The total increase in 
cycle count depends on the algorithm used to implement bit reverse in software. 

Figure 9 shows a block diagram showing an example of a configuration of 
a data handling unit according to the present invention to perform a FIR filter 
function. A memory 1 contains Data 0 to Data N-1 and coefficients COE 0 to 
COE N-1. The memory is addressed by the address register file 45 which 
contain respective pointers and which is coupled with a load/store address 
arithmetic. The memory 1 is also connected through a 64 bit bus with the data 
register file 2 containing actual coefficients and data which are calculated. The 
data processing unit comprises a plurality of buses 47, 48, 49 and 50 which 
handle the different data for execution in the different arithmetic units. Two 
multipliers 51 and 52 are provided to execute two multiplication's in parallel 
whose inputs are coupled with the data register file through bus 47. 
Furthermore two 16 bit adders 53 and 54 are provided which are coupled 
through bus 50 with the results of the multipliers 51 and 52. Bus 48 is coupled 
to the outputs of adders 53 and 54. Two additional adders 55 and 56 are 
provided whose inputs are coupled with bus 48 and whose outputs are coupled 
to bus 49. Bus 47 and therefore data register file 2 is coupled through several 
lines with busses 48 and 49. Bus 50 and bus 49 are additionally coupled with 
bus 48. 

Both addressing modes can be implemented into any data processing 
unit independently of their memory access mechanism. As mentioned before, 
the present invention is not limited to any bit size. It can be implemented in a 
data processing unit with 16 bit word size, where a half-word is formed by 8 bits. 
It can also be implemented in a data processing unit with 64 bit word size, where 
a half-word is formed by 32 bits and a quarter-word by 16 bits. 
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Claims: 

1. Data processing unit comprising: 
a register file, 

a register load and store buffer connected to said register file, 
a memory, 

a bus having at least first and second word lines to form a double word 
wide bus coupling said register load and store buffer with said memory, whereby 
said register file has at least two sets of registers, 

coupling means, so that said first set of registers can be coupled with one 
of said word lines and said second set of registers can be coupled with the 
respective other word lines, 

a load and store control unit for transferring data from or to said memory. 

2. Data processing unit according to claim 1 , wherein said load and 
store control unit has means to load or store two consecutive words in parallel 
from or to said memory to or from said first and second set of registers. 

3. Data processing unit according to claim 1 , wherein said load and 
store control unit has means to load one word from said memory and to split it 
into two half-words which are stored in a first register from said first set of 
registers and in a second register from said second set of registers. 

4. Data processing unit according to claim 1, wherein said load and 
store control unit has means to load a first half-word from a first register of said 
first set of registers and a second half-word from a second register from said 
second set of registers and to concatenate both half-words to a single word and 
to store said word in said memory via said data bus. 

5. Data processing unit according to claim 3, wherein said load and 
store control unit further comprises means to load said half-words into one half 
of a register and to fill the other half of said register with zeros. 
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6. Data processing unit according to claim 3, wherein said load and 
store control unit further comprises means to load said half-words into a lower 
half of a register and to sign fill the upper half of said register. 

7. Data processing unit according to claim 1, further comprising a 
saturation unit coupled with said register file for limiting the content of a register 
having a register length to a maximum defined by a predetermined data length 
being less than the register length. 

8. Data processing unit according to claim 1, further comprising an 
arithmetic unit coupled to said register file having a plurality of equal arithmetic 
operators, whereby each register contains a plurality of data bytes, each 
arithmetic operator is fed by one of said data bytes of said register. 

9. Data processing unit according to claim 1, further comprising an 
arithmetic unit coupled to said register file having at least two equal arithmetic 
operators, whereby each register contains at least two data half-words, each 
arithmetic operator is fed by one of said data half-words of said register. 

10. Data processing unit according to claim 1, further comprising an 
logical unit coupled to said register file having a plurality of equal logical 
operators, whereby each register contains a plurality of data bytes, each logical 
operator is fed by one of said data bytes of said register. 

1 1 . Data processing unit according to claim 1 , further comprising a 
logical unit coupled to said register file having at least two equal logical 
operators, whereby each register contains at least two data half-words, each 
logical operator is fed by one of said data half-words of said register. 

12. Data processing unit according to claim 1, further comprising a 
multiply accumulator unit coupled to said register file having at least two multiply 
operators, whereby said registers contain at least two data half-words, the first 
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multiply operator is fed by a first half-word of a first register and a first half-word 
of a second register and the second multiply operator is fed by a second half- 
word of a first register and a second half-word of a second register. 

13. Data processing unit according to claim 1 , wherein said bus has a 
plurality of set of word lines to form a multiple-word wide bus and said register 
file has a plurality of sets of registers whereby each set of registers is coupled 
with one of said set of word lines to allow aligned and unaligned multiple-word 
access. 

14. Data processing unit according to claim 1 , further comprising 
means to define a circular buffer having buffer base address and a buffer end 
address in said memory. 

15. Data processing unit according to claim 14, further comprising 
means to access a multiple-word which is partly stored at the buffer end address 
and partly stored at the buffer base address. 

16. Data processing unit according to claim 14, wherein the buffer 
address and the buffer end address are stored in an address register. 

17. Data processing unit according to claim 1 1 further comprising bit 
reverse addressing means having storage means for a base address, a modifier 
and an index, said bit reverse addressing means further comprising means to 
fed the index to a bit reverse unit, whose result is fed to adding means which 
add the result to the base address for addressing the memory and means to add 
after each access the modifier to the index. 

18. Data processing unit according to claim 17, wherein the storage 
means are address register. 

19. Data processing unit according to claim 1, wherein said load and 
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store control unit has means to load one word from said memory and to split it 
into a plurality of partial-words, each partial word is stored in one of said 
registers of each set of registers, respectively. 
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